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With nearly fifty golf courses and a broad, experienced  tourism sector, Niagara is now ranked among Canada's premier golf destinations. And, with the recent completion of several new championship courses and the ongoing construction of two more, Niagara is poised to elevate its reputation to that of “world class”.

Niagara's championship courses have been created by many of Canada's most renowned golf course architects including Stanley and Nicol Thompson, Thomas McBroom, Douglas Carrick, Ted Baker, Graham Cooke, and Rene Muylaert. Well known international designers have also contributed to the shaping of the Niagara golfscape, including Walter Travis Jr. and more recently, Rees Jones, John Daly, Arthur Hills and Greg Norman. Certainly in terms of challenge, design aesthetics, course conditioning, facilities, customer service and price, Niagara's championship golf courses rival those found anywhere in North America.

Not since the Niagara Parks Commission commissioned legendary golf course architect Stanley Thompson to design the Whirlpool GC back in 1947 has golf course architecture been so much the focus in Niagara.  For decades, Thompson’s masterpiece stood apart from all other area courses - a perennial pick by golf course ranking agencies as one of the "best public courses" in Canada.

More recently, Peninsula Lakes GC has evolved into one of Ontario's premier public.  Designed by Rene Muylaert, the 27-hole complex offers championship golf and is considered by many to be Niagara's best public course.  With much of the layout built in an abandoned quarry, Peninsula Lakes makes imaginative use of numerous man-made lakes and features dramatic bunkering.

At Hunters Pointe GC, designer Graham Cooke introduced Niagara to "links" golf - a game played across a landscape of rolling fairways, innumerable bunkers, deep rough, tall wiry fescue, expansive ponds, firm, contoured and tiered greens, dramatic elevation changes and gusting, fickle winds. Unlike any other course in Niagara, Hunters Pointe offers a golf experience that just can't be found elsewhere.

The opening of the 27-hole Royal Niagara GC layout by Kaneff Golf in 2001 further advanced Niagara as a golf destination. The Escarpment Course takes full advantage of the strength and elevations that the Niagara Escarpment offers.  The Iron Bridge Course plays along the nearby railway, up to the CNR bridge and adjacent to the historic Welland Ship Canal.  The Old Canal Course itself takes golfers along the old canal, overlooking sculpted fairways, cavernous bunkers, expansive, man-made lakes and wooded ravines.  A very "player friendly" course, Royal Niagara leaves patrons with one dilemma - which of the nines to play.  It is indeed a difficult choice.

More recently, the buzz has centered around the Niagara Parks Commission's incredible Legends on the Niagara complex that opened in 2003.  A unique, upscale public facility, the Legends complex includes two outstanding, 18-hole, championship golf courses, an "executive" 9-hole course, and the Firing Range, a world-class practice facility. Two of Canada's most respected golf course architects, Doug Carrick and Thomas McBroom, designed the Legends on the Niagara courses. In 2006, the Jim McLean Golf School will open its doors at the Legends of the Niagara complex. The addition of this prominent golf facility will significantly enhance the appeal of Niagara as a golf destination.

A survey of the Niagara golfscape makes it clear that the Niagara golf course building boom has not lost any momentum. The latest news in Niagara golf is the completion of two more championship courses, both of which are part of golf resort developments. John Daly (with Bo Danoff) has co-designed the Thundering Waters GC, Daly's first golf course design work in Canada. The Daly layout includes special tee blocks set well back, including a par-5 stretching out 700 yards. The Thundering Waters GC is the first phase of the Niagara Princess Resort - a planned 300-acre golf resort complex. 

A second major Niagara golf resort project is also underway. Greg Norman and Rees Jones have been commissioned to each design 18-hole, championship layouts at the 250-acre Grand Niagara Golf Resort property located near Niagara Falls. The resort project completion is scheduled for 2010, but the spectacular Rees Jones design at Grand Niagara, already complete, is among Niagara’s best.  Work on the Greg Norman design is slated to begin in 2008.

In keeping with the concept of resort golf, both Grand Niagara courses will be designed with recreational golfers of all playing abilities in mind, but the Rees Jones / River Course has been built with an eye to hosting major tournament events, something that Niagara has done often in recent years. High-profile golf events recently hosted by Niagara courses have included the 2003 Telus Skins Game (Royal Niagara GC), the PGA's 2004 Bell Canadian Open (Hamilton G&CC), the LPGA's 2004 BMO Canadian Women's Open (Legends on the Niagara - Battlefield) and, most recently, the Canadian Tour's 2005 Niagara Fallsview Casino Resort Pro-Am Classic at Thundering Waters GC.

Well along in the planning / approvals stage is the Niagara River GC, the first Canadian design for acclaimed American architect, Arthur Hills. Situated in Fort Erie, along the Niagara River, the course opening is scheduled for 2008.

Neither of Ontario’s competing regional golf destinations – Muskoka and Collingwood, both of which are also in the throes of golf course building booms – can match Niagara’s Top 8 golf courses, nor its forty-odd other layouts, including four exceptional private clubs – Bridgewater G&CC, Cherry Hill Club, Lookout Point CC and St. Catharines G&CC.

